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“There are no limits to the (healthy) heights to which
properly immunised children can rise”.

PLEASE REMEMBER
l Immunisation is free in all public health facilities in
this country, including the new vaccines.;
l Immunisation prevents more than 3 million deaths
a year and will prevent even more as more and more
children are protected with new vaccines;
l HIV infected children who do not have Aids should
be vaccinated. They need protection more than HIV
uninfected children; and,
l Children have a right to protection against Vaccine
Preventable Diseases. You have a Responsibility to
ensure that this right and protection is realised!

DDDooo   NNNooottt   WWWaaaiiittt!!!      DDDooo   NNNooottt   HHHeeesssiiitttaaattteee!!!
VVVaaacccccciiinnnaaattteee!!!

NOT JUST HOT AIR

Unite in
concerted
fight to
halt 
measles
scourge
WE need your help. South Africa had more cases of
measles in the years 2009 to 2010 than the years be-
fore that. If not controlled we may see more cases of
measles. Measles can be a serious disease.

It can cause blindness, hearing problems, brain
damage, pneumonia and even death.

Right now, many children have received one or two
doses of measles vaccine during their first two years.

Those doses work in about nine out of 10 children.
Outbreaks may still occur amongst those that were not
immunised or amongst those in whom the vaccine did
not work.

In April 2010, nurses will be visiting all children in
your school or crèche during the immunisation cam-
paign to give polio drops and measles vaccine to chil-
dren under five years.

The polio drops will be repeated in May 2010.

IIIsss   ttthhheee   vvvaaacccccciiinnneee   sssaaafffeee???
Yes, both the measles and polio vaccines have been
used in South Africa for more than 15 years.

A few people may get a slight fever or rash seven
to 10 days after the measles injection is given.

Serious side effects from the vaccines are very rare
– a lot more rare than the serious side effects of the
disease itself.

Anyone who has had two or more doses of
measles can safely have another. So can those who
have had measles infection.

Side effects are less common in those who already
had a dose of this vaccine.

Parents who have concern regarding Measles vac-
cine should consult their paediatrician.


